Summer
Office Hours
Mon – Thurs
9 am – Noon
& 1 – 3 pm
Friday
9 am – 1 pm

PHASE ONE
Office Hours
and Tours by
Appointment Only.
Family Groups
of 6 or Less.
Must follow the listed
guidelines. Please
call or email at least
24 hours in advance
to schedule.

PHASE TWO
Office Hours, Tours by
Appointment, PLUS
walk-in tours on a
limited schedule.
Walk – in Tour
Schedule
Sun & Thurs
1 – 4 pm
Social distancing
and guidelines still
apply. Calling ahead
still encouraged.

Wow... no truer words have been spoken! Who would have thought when March began,
that life would be what it is like today? From the social distancing, businesses being closed, our
schools closing and becoming home-schooling parents... to having some of the lowest gas prices
we’ve seen in years and not being able to travel anywhere to enjoy it... not to mention the fear,
concern and devastation surrounding this deadly virus that caused the wheels of change to turn.
There is no doubt about it… this pandemic absolutely has challenged us and our abilities to
adapt!
It has also been said that every success story is a tale of adaption, revision and change...
and I think that certainly is the case here at the Carnegie! We have been in a constant state of
adaption and revision since mid- March. With so many unknowns it has been nearly impossible
to make solid plans for our temporary exhibits. We no more than got our “Stuff” exhibit up and
ready and had our Reception and Book Signing planned for March 21st , when we received word
that we were in a state of emergency and all gatherings over 10 people were prohibited.
As you can imagine, this has left us with so many questions... When can we reschedule
the Stuff Book Signing? What about the other exhibits we had planned for the rest of the year?
When can we allow visitors and tours again? What will this look like for our volunteers? What
protocols do we need to have in place when we do decide to open? These are just a few of the
questions we as an organization are doing our very best to address. Like all of you, we are taking
things a day at a time and making the best choices we can during this time of uncertainty.
Through the guidance of other museums and affiliated museum associations, we are taking a
three-phase approach to our re-opening. We are currently in Phase One. Phase Two will begin
on July 1st. As of now, we anticipate remaining in Phase Two indefinitely until it is safe to move
to Phase Three – which would be when things are “back to normal” so to speak, and we no
longer need to adhere to the strict guidelines listed.

•
•

Facemasks are required until further notice.
Use hand sanitizer upon arrival.

Please do not visit if you have experienced any of
the following symptoms within the last 7 days:
• Cough
• Shortness of Breath/Difficulty Breathing
• Fever (100.5 or higher)
• Chills
• Muscle Pain
• Sore Throat
• Loss of Taste or Smell
A touchless thermometer is available. Anyone with a
temp of 100.5 or more will not be permitted to enter.

The safety of our staff and volunteers is
our #1 priority! Please review the listed
guidelines before your visit.
Announcements and any updates or
changes regarding our Phases will be
posted on our website, on Facebook and
on our front door. You may, of course,
call us at 394-2354 with any questions!
Our STUFF
Exhibit is still
up! Call and
arrange for a
tour to check
it out!
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Just as the Covid-19 emerged and we all went into
quarantine, the Cultural Center underwent a number of
significant changes as well! We had a couple of major staff
adjustments with both our custodial person and our director
submitting their notice and taking their leave. So here we are I come to you writing my first newsletter as Director!
So now you are wondering – who am “I”?
My name is Michelle Adams, known
to many since grade school as
Shellie. You may have seen me
around the Carnegie as I have
served as the assistant for the past
year and half. For those who don’t
know me, I am the daughter of
Mike and (the late) LaVonne (Davis)
Kobliska. I am a proud New
Hampton native – graduating in
1998. I spent the majority of my
adult years after graduation in the
Cedar Rapids area – but have been
home now for approximately 5
years. My involvement with the
Carnegie began shortly after
moving back when then Director,
Jill Eike approached me about
becoming the “webmaster” for our
website.
This turned in to
becoming a board member, which I
thoroughly enjoyed! It was then
my journey of learning what the

Carnegie was all about, and its
importance to our community
began. I stayed on as a board
member until becoming the
assistant in 2018. I would love for
you to stop in and say hello!
As our previous director, Jill did a
remarkable job! With her own
pizazz, she navigated through
uncharted waters as Juanita
stepped down to prepare for her
move. These truly are big shoes to
fill, but I have been blessed to have
had two strong and outstanding
women to learn from. I am excited
for this new chapter – and I am
grateful for the opportunity to
continue working with our board
and staff of extraordinary
volunteers! Together we shall
carry on the mission of this vital
organization in Chickasaw County.

This brings us to today! I am happy
to report that, as we as a
community are emerging from
quarantine, so is the Carnegie!
With the help of recent grant
awards, we are ready to rock and
roll! We are thrilled to have Deb
Rosonke back on staff as our
custodian, and the transition from
being the Assistant to the Director
has been going smoothly, even
with all of the ‘unknowns’ this
pandemic has thrown at us!
One of these transitional items
that I will be tackling next is the
hiring of a new office assistant. If
you are interested or know
someone who might be a good fit
– please let me know! For more
information or to apply, give me a
call or shoot me an email!

As you can well imagine, grants are essential to keeping the doors open here at the Carnegie. We are
pleased to say we have recently and graciously been awarded three grants.
The first was through our local Hotel/Motel grant through the Chamber of Commerce. The biggest
project this grant has allowed us to do is refinish the epoxy floor on our lower level. John from Midwest
Surface Prep in Nashua did a beautiful job. Stop by and check it out!
The second and third grants were COVID-19 relief related. One being the Emergency Grant 2020059542 from the Iowa Arts Council in the amount of $2,500 to help with utilities and other essentials to keep
us operational. This grant was made possible by the recently passed CARES Act. The other was in the
amount of $500 awarded through the Silos and Smokestacks Heritage Area 2020 COVID-19 Resilience
Program. This has helped us buy the unexpected supplies needed because of the pandemic such as a hand
sanitizer station, disposable masks for guests and a touchless thermometer.
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OK…so, where are we? I’m all but drawing a blank. I can’t tell if time is passing quickly or slowly lately. It feels
like it’s been forever since I’ve inhabited the Carnegie. The last time I was there an exhibit of local ephemera
was in place, we were readying for an exhibitor open house and “STUFF” book signing event, and then
everything just kinda stopped. I can picture the Cultural Center in my mind with everything still just sitting
there and I can hear the deep voice of Rod Serling of The Twilight Zone fame, standing in a semi dark corner
describing the scene of abandonment before him. He invites us to ponder: “Why did everyone so suddenly
disappear?...Where did they go?...And will they return?”
While that which we are currently living may, at times, seem surreal, we certainly appreciate that it is far from
science fiction. For many of us, whether we are physically affected or not, this coronavirus pandemic will
become one of those milestone events that not only contorts us presently, it will color our memories of the
year 2020 for a very long time. As the Carnegie Cultural Center Volunteer Archivist who often “dwells in the
past”, this current experience begets in me a better appreciation for how Chickasaw County experienced past
milestone events such as WWII and the polio pandemic of the 1950s. Obviously, those may not be the only
local milestone events, but they come most quickly to my mind due to the many stories that I have been told.
In both cases, these events were experienced both privately and publicly. The “more mature” among us can
tell stories of the widespread fear of polio, the resulting quarantines, the businesses and municipal services
that ceased operation for periods of time. These same folks can relate, often with a palpable sense of
patriotism, tales of rationing, shortages, buying war bonds, banding together to fill in for individuals called to
active duty during WWII. These events brought heartbreaking tragedies for certain families and I can state
unequivocally that their pain was felt and responded to by the wider community. I do not pretend that every
last person was a model of nobility, but from what I know of local history, there was no mocking of anyone for
practicing “social distancing”( a decidedly 21st century term) and no storming of the courthouse in protest of
one’s inability to purchase “essential” goods.
I started out here not knowing where I was at or where I was going, but I have come round to
this…grandparents and other “gray hairs”, you have stories to tell…valuable stories…stories that shed light on
what it is to be a human (maybe even a noble one)…stories that tell what it is like to really be part of a
community. It is for these same reasons that we who volunteer our time for the Carnegie Cultural Center
Archives strive to conserve the materials and memorabilia that you have entrusted to us. But something YOU
can do NOW is to share the stories of your and our milestone events with younger people. The time to do it is
now, because NOW is the time that the fair-skinned set might best be able to relate to and understand the
story you are sharing…and in remembering this current, milestone event in their life, they will recall your
stories as well.

Juanita Andersen, CCC Volunteer Archivist

We will soon begin the process of going paperless for our newsletters. Not only will this will help save on cost for
us, but it will also save on use of paper and waste... which are both good for the environment. If you have not
done so already, please visit our website (www.carnegieculturalcenter.org) and submit your email in the area
provided in the upper left-hand corner. Our first paperless newsletter will be June 2021. If you do not have access
to the internet or email, please call us (394-2354) so we can make accommodations for you.
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is to establish a vital presence of the arts,
history, and cultural awareness for the
benefit, enlightenment and enjoyment of all
Chickasaw County residents and visitors.

641.394.2354
www.carnegieculturalcenter.org
info@carnegieculturalcenter.org
Facebook: CarnegieCulturalCenter

Board of Directors
Danice Larson, Beth Eiler,
Maggie Johnson, Roger Johnson,
Norah Kennedy, Keith Kreun, Dee Larkin
Wally Murphy, Bill Riley and Steve Samec
Michelle Adams, Director
Juanita Andersen, Volunteer Archivist
Deb Rosonke, Custodial

STUFF – An Ephemera Collector’s History of
Chickasaw County is on sale now!
Stop by to get your copy today!
$35.00 each. Will ship – call or email us for details!
Upcoming Schedule of Events
(Please note that due to COVID-19, this is a
very *tentative* schedule. Announcements
will be done through email, Facebook and
our website)

Now – Until Reception & Book Signing
can be planned - Stuff Exhibit
July 4: Closed
August 10 – 14: Art Safari
August 16: Farewell to Summer
Concert
December 5: Santa Saturday

Contributions to the CCC Foundation
Walk supports our Endowment Fund.
The monies will be used to expand and
build an Archive Center north of the
current building. Donors may support
this effort by purchasing paving bricks
that are installed on the permanent walkway/memorial
garden on the Cultural Center’s south lawn. When purchased
as a memorial, an announcement is sent to the designated
party/family. Bricks may be purchased for a tax-deductible
donation of $80. To reserve a brick, call or email us today our next order will be placed mid-July!

